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Why One 
Health?



Biggest epidemics
of the last 20 
years…

SARS

Nipah

Covid-19 Mpox

ZikaCholera

Plague Rift Valley Fever

H1N1 Pdm

HPAI H5N1

MERS CoVEbola
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But also…

Anthrax Plague Filoviruses Arenaviruses Tularemia Botulism

• 5/6 Category A bioterrorism agents

• Endemic zoonotic diseases
(est. 2.5 billion cases of illness and 2.7 million deaths per year)1

• Anti-microbial Resistant (AMR) bacteria

• Food safety and food security



Areas where One Health approach is key

• Central coordination
• Legislation
• Prevention
• Risk assessment
• Early Warning
• Risk communication
• Surveillance
• Laboratory

• Outbreak investigation
• Response operations
• Food safety
• Finance
• Consultation with stakeholders
• Research
• Education
• Logistics



Risk Assessment

• Vietnam / H7N9 Avian Influenza

• Joint risk assessment every 2 weeks

• Share data

• Assess risk together

• Identify joint measures

• Target surveillance



Surveillance
• Madagascar

• Rift Valley Fever

• Human health data tells one 
story…



Surveillance
• Madagascar

• Rift Valley Fever

• Human health data tells one 
story…

… and animal health data tells a 
very different one!
(4500 cattle sampled)



Risk Communication
• Madagascar / Rift Valley Fever

• Joint Press conference

• Communication teams work 
together

• Harmonized messages



• One Health approach is essential, this is now acknowledged by experts in 
all countries

• Ad-hoc, unprepared collaboration in times of crisis has limited efficiency

• When under pressure à tendency to quickly go back to working in silos

• Important to set-up this collaboration before the crisis

• Big questions: How? Where to begin? Which path to follow?



How can we help countries to 
operationalize their One Health 
approach?



1. Assessment of capacities
in each sector

2. Assessment of collaboration and 
development of a joint Roadmap

• IHR-MEF
• PVS

• National Bridging 
Workshop (NBW)3. Implementation of the NBW Roadmap

4. Focused support with
operational tools

• JRA
• REPREP
• SISOT
• MCM
• WFD

5. Improved preparedness
to zoonotic diseases & 
compliance to 
international S&R


