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Day 1 / TRUST                         12 December 2023 

TIMING SESSION 

8:00 – 9:00 Registra�on and coffee 

9:00 – 10:15 SESSION 1 (Hall: BLACK BOX) 

Opening 

Moderators 

• Natasha Azzopardi Muscat | Director, Country Health Policies and Systems, WHO Regional Office for Europe 

• Kris�na Köhler | Liaison Officer, WHO Country Office, Estonia 

Welcome and opening remarks  

• Sirje Karis | First Lady of Estonia 

• Hans Henri Kluge | Regional Director, WHO Regional Office for Europe 

• Riina Sikkut | Minister of Health, Ministry of Social Affairs, Estonia 

Keynote speakers 

• Stacie Broek | Stroke survivor and advocate 

• Rachel Clarke | Pallia�ve care doctor and writer  

10.15 – 10.45 Health break 

10.45 – 12:15 PLENARY I (Hall: BLACK BOX) 

Trust for transforma*on: a virtuous cycle 

Moderators 

• Mar�n McKee | Research Director, European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies 

• May van Schalkwyk | Public Health Registrar, Department of Popula�on Health, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine 

Keynote speakers 

• Jon Cli?on | Chief Execu�ve Officer, Gallup, Inc. 

• Margaret Kruk | Professor of Health Systems, Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health 

High-level panel 
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TIMING SESSION 

• Timur Sultangaziyev | First Deputy Minister of Healthcare, Kazakhstan  

• Ala Nemerenco | Minister of Health, Republic of Moldova  

• Popi Nikolaidou Kanari | Minister of Health, Republic of Cyprus 

• Manuel Pizarro | Minister of Health, Portugal 

• Bruce Aylward | Assistant Director-General, Universal Health Coverage and Life-Course, World Health Organiza�on 

• Antanas Montvila | Vice-President, European Junior Doctors Associa�on 

12.15 – 14:00 Hall: ATRIUM / CAULDRON HALL 

Lunch for Par*cipants 

(12:15 – 14:00)  

 

Hall: SMALL HALL 

Closed Ministerial Lunch: “Emergency services under pressure” (what keeps ministers of health up at night?)  

(12:15 – 13:30) 

Welcome 

• Hans Henri Kluge  | Regional Director, WHO Regional Office for Europe 

Moderator 

• MeliEa Jakab | Head of Office, WHO European Centre for Primary Health Care 

• Tomas Zapata | Regional Advisor, Health Workforce and Service Delivery, WHO Regional Office for Europe  

Speaker 

• Nigel Edwards | Chief Execu�ve Emeritus, Nuffield Trust 

Respondents  

• Farrukh Rakhimovich Sharipov | Deputy Minister of Health, Uzbekistan  

• Breda Smyth | Chief Medical Officer, Ireland 

• Ronald Lavater | Chief Execu�ve Officer, Interna�onal Hospitals Federa�on 

• Dierdrik Aarendonk | Coordinator, European Forum for Primary Care 

Closing 

• Natasha Azzopardi Muscat | Director, Country Health Policies and Systems, WHO Regional Office for Europe 

14:00 – 15:15 CASE STUDY SESSIONS 

Co-crea*ng for change 
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TIMING SESSION 

 Hall: BLACK BOX 

CS1 — Transforming diabetes care (Kyrgyzstan) 

Moderators 

• Jill Farrington | Regional Medical Officer, 
Cardiovascular Diseases and Diabetes, WHO Regional 
Office for Europe 

• Marge Reinap | Technical Officer, Evidence for Policy 
Development, WHO Regional Office for Europe 

Speakers 

• Chynara Ablesova | Chairperson, Chui Diabetes 
Society, Kyrgyzstan 

• Natalia Dobrynina | Chief Endocrinologist, Ministry of 
Health, and Director, Na�onal Centre for 
Endocrinology Kyrgyzstan 

• Asel Adamalieva | Deputy Head, Regional Centre for 
Family Medicine, Alamedin District Kyrgyzstan 

Technical interven�on 

• João Raposo | Medical Director, APDP – Diabetes 
Portugal, Portugal 

Commentators 

• Judit Bidió | Deputy State Secretary for Professional 
Healthcare Management, Ministry of Interior, Hungary 

• Elisabeth Dupont | Regional Manager, Interna�onal 
Diabetes Federa�on Europe 

• MeEe Skar | Senior Programme Manager, Care, Asia 
and Europe, World Diabetes Founda�on 

• Breda Ra?er |Principal Officer, Strategic Workforce 
Planning Unit, Department of Health, Ireland 

Hall: SMALL HALL 

CS2 — “EN AF OS (One of us)”- comba>ng s*gma 

around mental health (Denmark) 

Moderators 

• Natasha Azzopardi Muscat | Director, Country Health 
Systems and Policies, WHO Regional Office for 
Europe 

• Jason Maurer | Communica�ons Consultant, Mental 
Health Flagship, WHO Regional Office for Europe 

Speakers 

• Troels Flyvholm Torp | Ambassador of ”EN AF OS”, 
Danish Health Authority, Denmark 

• Anja Kare Vedelsby | Programme Manager, ”EN AF 
OS”, Danish Health Authority, Denmark 

Technical interven�on 

• Ewout van Ginneken | Berlin Hub Coordinator, 
European Observatory on Health Systems and 
Policies 

Commentators 

• Mihail Okoliyski | Deputy Minister of Health, 
Bulgaria 

• Anniki Lai | Head, Mental Health Department, Ac�ng 
Deputy Secretary-General for Health, Estonia 

• Catherine Brogan | President, Mental Health Europe 

Hall: STALKER HALL 

CS3 — Reducing cervical cancer incidence 

(Slovenia)  

Moderators 

• Allison Ekberg | Technical Officer, Special Ini�a�ve on 
NCDs and Innova�on, WHO Regional Office for Europe 

• Gauden Galea | Strategic Adviser to the Regional 
Director, Special Ini�a�ve on NCDs and Innova�on, 
WHO Regional Office for Europe  

Speakers 

• Špela Smrkolj | Specialist for Gynaecology and 
Obstetrics (Subspecialist for Gynae-Oncology), 
Slovenia 

• Urška Ivanuš | Head of Na�onal Cervical Cancer 
Screening Programme ZORA, Ins�tute of Oncology 
Ljubljana, Slovenia  

Technical interven�on 

• Tit Albreht | Head, Centre for Health Care, Na�onal 
Ins�tute of Public Health, Slovenia 

Commentators 

• Walter Ricciardi | Professor of Hygiene and Public 
Health, President of Mission Board for Cancer, 
European Commission  

• Taru Koivisto | Deputy Director General, Department 
for Communi�es and Func�onal Capacity, Ministry of 
Social Affairs and Health, Finland 

• Jérôme Weinbach | Deputy Director, European and 
Interna�onal Affairs Division (DAEI), Social Ministries, 
France 

15:15 – 15:45 Health break 
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TIMING SESSION 

15:45 – 17:00 PLENARY II (Hall: BLACK BOX) 

Pa*ents and professionals as agents of transforma*on 

Moderators 

• Natasha Azzopardi Muscat | Director, Country Health Policies and Systems, WHO Regional Office for Europe 

• Marge Reinap | Technical Officer, Evidence for Policy Development, WHO Regional Office for Europe 

Case study speakers 

• Troels Flyvholm Torp | Ambassador of “EN AF OS”, Danish Health Authority, Denmark 

• Natalia Dobrynina | Chief Endocrinologist, Ministry of Health, and Director, Na�onal Centre for Endocrinology, Kyrgyzstan 

• Urška Ivanuš | Head of Na�onal Cervical Cancer Screening Programme ZORA, Ins�tute of Oncology Ljubljana, Slovenia 

Keynote speaker 

• Mar�n McKee | Research Director, European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies 

High-level panel 

• Claudia Loua� | Head of Policy, European Pa�ents Forum  

• Karen Bjøro | Vice-President, European Federa�on of Na�onal Nurses and Midwives Associa�on 

• Doris Poolamets | President, Estonian Medical Students' Associa�on 

• Kers�n Vesna Petrič | Head, Office for Collabora�on with WHO, Ministry of Health, Slovenia 

• Liisa-Maria Voipio-Pulkki | Senior Advisor, Interna�onal Affairs, Ministry of Social Affairs and Health, Finland  

17:00 – 17:20 (Hall: BLACK BOX) 

ADOPTION OF THE CONFERENCE STATEMENT and “canvas” signing 

18:00 – 19:30 Ministerial visit to PHC facility (by invita�on only) arranged by the Ministry of Social Affairs, Estonia   

19:30 – 22:00 Hall: CRUISE TERMINAL 

RECEPTION DINNER 
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Day 2 / TRANSFORMATION                   13 December 2023 
TIMING SESSION 

7:45 – 8:30 Informal Ministerial Joint Breakfast (by invita�on only) arranged by the Ministry of Social Affairs, Estonia 

8:30 – 10:00 PLENARY III (Hall: BLACK BOX) 

Naviga*ng transforma*on 

Moderator 

• MaEhias Wismar | Programme Manager, European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies 

• Kira Koch | Technical Officer, Special Programme on Primary Health Care, World Health Organiza�on 

Speakers 

• Dheepa Rajan | Health Systems Advisor, European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies 

• Marina Karanikolos | Technical Officer, European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies  

• David Novillo Or�z | Unit Head and Regional Advisor, Data and Digital Health, WHO Regional Office for Europe  

High level panel 

• Maya MaEhews | Head of Unit, DG SANTE Unit C2 : State of Health, European Semester, Health Technology Assessment, European Commission 

• Mark Pearson | Deputy Director, Employment, Labour and Social Affairs, Organisa�on for Economic Co-opera�on and Development 

• Helena Rögnerova | Director General for Economics and Health Insurance, Ministry of Health, Czech Republic 

• Pascal Meeus | General Advisor, Health System Department, Na�onal Ins�tute for Health and Disability Insurance (NIHDI), Belgium 

• Modesta Visca | Health Economist, Directorate General Healthcare Planning, Ministry of Health, Italy 

10:00 – 10:30 Health break 

10.30 – 11.30 Parallel sessions 1 

 Hall: BLACK BOX 

PS1 — Launch of the Estonian 

Health Systems in Transi*on (2023) 

review: a journey of trust and 

transforma*on 

Moderators 

Hall: SMALL HALL 

PS2 — Civil society and youth 

par*cipa*on for trust and health 

systems transforma*on 

Moderators 

Hall: STALKER HALL 

PS3 — Public health leadership - 

driving trust and transforma*on  

Moderators 

Hall: BIG TRAFOROOM 

PS4 — Does an*microbial resistance 

undermine trust in the health system  

Moderators 
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TIMING SESSION 

• Kris�na Köhler | Liaison Officer, WHO 
Country Office, Estonia 

• Ewout van Ginneken | Berlin Hub 
Coordinator, European Observatory 
on Health Systems and Policies 

Speakers 

• Kaija Kasekamp |  Interna�onal 
Health Financing Consultant, WHO 
Barcelona Office for Health System 
Financing 

• Yulia Litvinova | Research Fellow, 
Berlin Hub, European Observatory on 
Health Systems and Policies 

Reflec�ons 

• Riina Sikkut | Minister of Health, 
Ministry of Social Affairs, Estonia 

• Natasha Azzopardi Muscat | Director, 
Health Systems and Policies, WHO 
Regional Office for Europe 

Formal handover of HiT report 

• Riina Sikkut | Minister of Health, 
Ministry of Social Affairs, Estonia 

• Josep Figueras | Director, European 
Observatory on Health Systems and 
Policies 

• Kers�n Vesna Petrič | Head, Office 
for Collabora�on with WHO, Ministry 
of Health, Slovenia 

Speakers 

• Kira Koch | Technical Officer, Special 
Programme on Primary Health Care, 
World Health Organiza�on 

• Rachel Greenley | Research Fellow, 
Department of Popula�on Health, 
London School of Hygiene and 
Tropical Medicine 

Commentators 

• Henrique Barros | Vice-President of 
the Associa�on of Schools of Public 
Health in the European Region 

• Entela Ramosacaj | Deputy Minister 
of Health, Albania  

• Mia Zupančič | Secretary General, 
Youth Network No Excuse, Slovenia 

• Heli Laarmann | Head of Public 
Health Department, Ministry of 
Social Affairs, Estonia 

• João Breda | Head of Office, WHO 
Athens Quality of Care Office 

Speakers 

• Sonia Dias | Dean, Na�onal School of 
Public Health, NOVA, Portugal 

Commentators 

• Katharina Reich | Chief Medical 
Officer, Federal Ministry of Social 
Affairs, Health, Care and Consumer 
Protec�on, Austria 

• Ute Teichert | Director-General, 
Directorate-General for Public 
Health, Federal Ministry of Health, 
Germany 

• Breda Smyth | Chief Medical Officer, 
Department of Health, Ireland 

• Gahraman Hagverdiyev | Director, 
Public Health and Reforms Center of 
the Ministry of Health, Azerbaijan 

• Lars Münter | Director, Interna�onal 
Projects, Danish CommiEee for 
Health Educa�on, Denmark 

• Robb Butler | Director, Communicable 
Diseases, Environment and Health, 
WHO Regional Office for Europe 

Speaker 

• Danilo Lo Fo Wong | Regional Adviser, 
Control of An�microbial Resistance 
Programme, WHO Regional Office for 
Europe 

• Maria Gore� Silva | Pa�ent and 
Infec�on Control Nurse, Programme for 
the Preven�on and Control of Infec�on 
and An�microbial Resistance, Portugal 

Commentators 

• Ingrid Schmidt | Senior Advisor, 
Na�onal Board of Health and Welfare, 
Sweden 

• Claudia Loua� | Head of Policy, 
European Pa�ents Forum 

• Nicolae Dragoș Garofil | Medical 
Specialist in General Surgery, Honorary 
Advisor, Ministry of Health, Romania 

• Vojislav Šimun | Minister of Health, 
Montenegro 

11:30 – 11:45 Transfer to plenary room 

11:45 – 13:00 PLENARY IV (Hall: BLACK BOX) 

Inves*ng more and inves*ng beAer 

Moderator 

• Jon Cylus | London Hub Coordinator, European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies/Senior Health Economist, WHO Barcelona Office for Health Systems Financing  
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TIMING SESSION 

Keynote speaker 

• Ashish K Jha | Dean, School of Public Health, Brown University 

High-level panel 

• Riina Sikkut | Minister of Health, Ministry of Social Affairs, Estonia 

• Kaisa Juuso | Minister of Social Affairs and Health, Finland 

• David Wilson | Programme Director, Health, Nutri�on and Popula�on Prac�ce, World Bank 

• Reinhard Busse | Professor of Health Care Management, Berlin University of Technology 

13:00 – 14:00 Lunch 

14:00 – 15:00 Parallel sessions 2 

 Hall: STALKER HALL 

PS5 — Climate-resilient and 

environmentally sustainable health 

systems 

Moderators 

• Dorota Jarosinska | Programme 

Manager, Living and Working 

Environments, WHO European 

Centre for Environment and Health 

• Oliver Schmoll | Programme 

Manager, Water and Climate, WHO 

European Centre for Environment 

and Health 

Commentators 

• Caroline Costongs | Director, 

EuroHealthNet  

• Breda Smyth | Chief Medical Officer, 

Department of Health, Ireland 

• Gabrielle Abruzzo | Climate Officer, 

Health Care Without Harm Europe 

Hall: BLACK BOX 

PS6 — Can people afford to pay for 

health care? 

Moderators 

• Natasha Azzopardi Muscat | Director, 

Country Health Policies and Systems, 

WHO Regional Office for Europe 

• Triin Habicht | Senior Health 

Economist, WHO Barcelona Office for 

Health System Financing 

Speakers 

• Sarah Thomson | Senior Health 

Financing Specialist, WHO Barcelona 

Office for Health System Financing 

• Tamás Evetovits | Head of Office, 

WHO Barcelona Office for Health 

System Financing 

Commentators 

Hall: BIG TRAFOROOM 

PS7 — Precision medicine for 

person-centred care 

Moderators 

• Dimitra Panteli | Programme 

Manager, European Observatory on 

Health Systems and Policies 

Speakers 

• MaE Bolz-Johnson | Mental Health 

Lead and Healthcare Advisor, 

EURORDIS – Rare Diseases Europe 

• Sander Pajusalu | Head, Gene�cs and 

Personalized Medicine Clinic, Tartu 

University Hospital 

Commentators 

• Thomas Allvin | Execu�ve Director, 

Strategy and Healthcare Systems, 

European Federa�on of 

Hall: SMALL HALL  

PS8 — Delivering service 

transforma*on in an emergency 

(Ukraine) 

Moderators 

• Jarno Habicht | WHO Representa�ve, 

Ukraine 

Speaker 

• Viktor Liashko | Minister of Health, 

Ukraine 

Commentators 

• Riina Sikkut | Minister of Health, 

Ministry of Social Affairs, Estonia 

• Isabel de la Mata | Principal Advisor for 

Health and Crisis Management, 

European Commission 

• Odeta Vitkūnienė | Director, Personal 

Health Department, Ministry of Health,  

Lithuania 
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• Francisco Ribeiro Mourão | Execu�ve 
Board Member, European Junior 
Doctors Associa�on 

• Andra Migur | Head of Sustainability, 
North-Estonian Medical Hospital, 
Estonia 

• Andres Võrk | Health Economist, 
Faculty of Social Sciences, University 
of Tartu 

• Alona Garoshko | Consultant, WHO 
Barcelona Office for Health Systems 
Financing 

• Kenneth Grech | Consultant Public 
Health Medicine, Ministry of Health, 
Malta 

Pharmaceu�cal Industries 
Associa�on 

• Arne-PeEer Sanne | Senior Advisor, 
Ministry of Health and Care Services, 
Norway 

• Ingrid Schmidt | Programme Officer, 
Ministry of Health and Social Affairs, 
Sweden 

• Adrianna Murphy | Co-Director, Centre 
for Global Chronic Condi�ons, London 
School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine 

15:00 – 15:30 Health break 

15:30 – 16:30 PLENARY V (Hall: BLACK BOX) 

Making transforma*on a reality  

Moderators 

• Ewout van Ginneken | Berlin Hub Coordinator, European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies 

• Natasha Azzopardi Muscat | Director, Country Health Policies and Systems, WHO Regional Office for Europe 

Opening 

• Hans Henri Kluge | Regional Director, WHO Regional Office for Europe 

Speaker 

• Dimitra Panteli | Programme Manager, European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies 

High-level panel 

• Acko Ankarberg Johansson | Minister for Health Care, Ministry of Health and Social Affairs, Sweden 

• Dirk Ramaekers | Secretary General of FPS Public Health, Safety Food Chain and Environment, Belgium 

• Hosams Abu Meri | Minister of Health, Latvia 

• Stefan Eichwalder | Director, Health Systems Division, Ministry of Health, Austria 

16:30 – 17:00 Final session (Hall: BLACK BOX) 

Closing 

Closing remarks 
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• Riina Sikkut | Minister of Health, Ministry of Social Affairs, Estonia 

• Natasha Azzopardi Muscat | Director, Country Health Policies and Systems, WHO Regional Office for Europe 

 


